
PUBLICATIONS OF NARA NATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
OF CULTURAL PROPERTIES,NO。 15

NARA IMPERIAL PALACE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS CARRIED OUT

IN 1959-―-1961

ENGLISE SUMMARY



CONTENTS

Page

Chapter  I。

Research WVork

Chapttr H。

and(Эrganization of Research¬ 丙「ork . .  3

Site

1.  History.  . .  .  . .  ・  ・  ・  ・  ・  ・  ・  ・ ・  ・  ・  ・   5

2.  Present Condition of Site . . . . . . . ・ ・ ・ 10

Chapter III.  Progress of Research Work

1.  Outline of Research Work

2.  Progress of Excavation . . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ 15

3.  正)iary of Excavation . . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ 19

Chapter IV.

Chapter V.

24

37

50

58

63

74

Chapter VI.

Chapter VH.

1.  On Sites . . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ 78

2.On Artifacts.......・ ・・・・・・・・ 84

3.  Chronology and ldentiication of Structures. . . 96

Proble■ls about Nara Palace

l.  Palace Precincts and Town Planning . . . . . 99

2.  Layout and Function of Buildings in Palace . . 99

Iヽethod of Classiication of Sites and Artifacts

l.  Abbreviations for Sites . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・114

2.  Abbreviations for Structures and Other Remains .116

Appendixes

Introduction

l. Start of

2.  Program

I[istory and

Sites

l. Outline of Excavated Area 。 . . . . . . ・ ・

2.  Structural Remains in Chronological Sequence. .

Artifacts and Other Relics

l.Wooden Writing Tablets ........・ ・
2. T』es and Bttcks. . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ ・・

3. Earthenwares . . . . . . . . .・  ・ ・ ・ ・ ・

4. Metal and Other ObiectS.. ・ ・ . . . . . ・ ・
Studies

13



3i ClaSsincation of Rehcs and Their Abbreviaions ,116

4.Method of RecoFding Sites and Re■ cs ....117
EngliSh Summary,. .. . .. ・ ・・・ ・ ・ 。‐・ ・ ・ ・・ ・ �

TABLES

1-. Dimensions of Excavated Structures. . . . . . . ・ ・ ・ ・ 。120
2, List of Natura1 0bieCtS‐ DiscoveFed frOm Pit SK219 ., . .121

3。  Round and Plain Tiles for Eaves,Clasdned... ....`122

4. RefeFenCeS to Principal BuildingS of NaFa PAla∝ in

Andent Records attd ChFOnides , .. . . . . ・ . ● ● ・ ●126
5. Names and Functions Of PrinOipal Buユ dings of Nara

Pala∝. ` ` . . ● ● ●● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ・ ・ ・ ・ ・128

守



0

PLANS

I.Topographical Map of Nara Palace Site.

II. Layout of Various Structures and Other Remains in Area

6ABO.

III. Whole Excavated」Area.

IVo  Map of A・ I Sections.

V.Map of C・ J Sections.
VI.Map of K・ ム江 Sections.

VⅡ.Map of K・ L Sections.

VIII. �[ap of M・ N Sections.

IX.Map of W・ Q SectiOns.
X.Map of O oR Sections。

XI.  Chronological Divisions of Layouts of Structural Groups.

XH.Detail of ttren SE168.

PL ATES

Aerial View of Nara Palace Site.

General Views of Area 6ABO: 1)General View, seen
from North. 2)N・ Q SectiOns,seen from North‐
west. 3)Souhern Half bf O Section, seen from
North.

Area 6ABO‐O:1)StruCture SBl16,seen from Northwest.
2)Same Structure,seen from South.

Area 6ABO‐O:Structure SBl16,seen from North.
Area 6ABO‐O:1)Superimposed Pillar‐ holes of Structures

SBl12・ 116 and Fences SA120・ 121・ 130, seen from

North。  2)StruCtures SBl16・ 131 and Cobble― paved

Gutter SA130,seen from East。  3)StruCture SB
135, seen fronl North.

Area 6ABO‐O・ Q・ W:1)StruCtures SBl16・ 131 and Cob‐

ble‐paved Gutter SA130,seen from West.2)StruC‐

ture SB143,seen from Northwest。

Ｉ

　

Ｉ

Ｔ
上

Ｖ

Ｖ

一１

VI.



VH.

VHI.

IX.

X.

XH.
XHI.

XIV。

XV.

XVI.

XVH.

XVHI.

XIX.

XI.

Area 6ABO― QoW:1)Structure SB143,seen from SOuth‐
east。  2)Same Structure,seen frOm South。  3)
Same Structure and Pit SK148, seen from SOuth。

Area 6ABO‐ N:1)General View,seen from SOuth。  2)
Wan SA109,seen from Northwest.3)Gutter SD
106, seen fronl Northeast.

Area 6ABO‐R:1)Structures SB131・ 145,seen from West.
2) Structures SB145・ 146, seen frolm SOuth。   3)
Structure SB146, seen from West.

Area 6ABO‐ V:1)General View,seen from North. 2)
Structure SB145,seen from West。 3)Wan SA109,
seen frOm Southwest.

Area 6ABO― O:1)Pit SK140,seen fЮm West. 2)Part
of Same Pit,seen from East. 3)Pit SK148. 4)
Pit SK134.

Area 6ABO‐ K・ LoW[:General View)seen fromヽ Vest.
Area 6ABO‐ K:1)General View, seen from Northeast.
2)General View,seen from SOuth.

Area 6ABO‐ K:1)Structure SB177,seen from Northeast.
2)Superimposed Pillar‐ hOles Of Structures SB176・

177.

Area 6ABO‐ K: 1) Structure SB177 and Pond SG180,
seen frOmヽ Vest。  2)Structure SB176, seen from
North。 3)Structures SB176・ 177,seen from SOuth‐
east.

Area 6ABO‐ K・ M:1)Structure SB194,seen from West.
2)Gutter SD126 and Structures SB191・ 194, seen
frOm West,3)Structure SB191 and Pond SG180,
seen from South.

Area 6ABO‐ KoL:1)Structure SB170, seen from West。
2)Same Structure,seen frOm Southwest.3)Super‐

iinpOsed COnditiOn Of Structures SB170 and SOuthern

Half Of SB176・ 177,seen from East.
Area 6ABO‐ K・ M:1)Structure SB186,seen from SOuth.
2) Same Structure, seen from SOutheast. 3)
Western Half Of Same Structure, seen fro■ l North.

Area 6ABO‐L: 1)General View, seen from Northeast.
2)Structures SB182・ 113, seen from North. 3)
Structure SBl16 and CObble‐ paved Gutter SA130,
seen frOm West.



お

XXI.

XXH.

XXHI.

XXIV。

XXV.

XXVI.

XXVH.

XXVHI.

XXIX.
XXX。

XXXI.
XXXH.
XXXIII.

XXXIV.
XXV.
XXXVI.
XXXVH.
XXXVHI.
XXXIX.

Area 6ABO‐L:1)Well SE168, seen fЮ m Northwest.
2)Wen SE168‐ C,seen from North。 3)We■ SE
168‐B,seen from Northeast.

Area 6ABO―L:1)Well SE168‐A,seen from North.2)
Same Wen,seen from Northeast.3)Square well
Frame(WOOd)SE168‐ A.

Area 6ABO‐L: 1)Square we■ Frame(WOOd)SE168‐
A,West Side.2)Same Well Frame,South Side.
3)Center w[ark at JOint Of Frame Timbers, 4)
Square Joint Of｀ Ve■ Frame,a. 5)Square Joint Of
Well Frame,b.

Area 6ABO‐L:Numbering of Well Frame Timbers SE168‐

A.

Area 6ABO― A・ Bec.T:1)General View,seen from North.
2)Northern Half,seen from Northeast.3)StruC‐
ture SB205,seen from Northwest.

Area 6ABO― A・ B: 1)Structure SB211, seen from East.
2) Same Structure,seen from West. 3)Part Of
Salme Structure,seen frOm East.

Area 6ABO―B: 1)Pit SK219, before Excavation, seen
from SOuthwest. 2)Same Pit,after Excavation,
seen frOm West, 3)Same Pit,after Excavation,
seen froni North.

Area 6ABO‐ A・ B・ C・ I:1)Gutter SD141,seen from West.
2)Gutter SD126,seen from West。  3)Fence SA
203,seen from East.

Area 6ABO‐I: 1)Fence SA233, seen from North.2)
Southern Half of Same Fence,seen from West.3)
Structure SB236, seen from South.

WVooden WYriting Tablets.

Wooden Writing Tablets.

Wooden Writing Tablets.

再ヽ「ooden Writing Tablets.

Wooden WYriting Tablets.

Wooden Writing Tablets.

Wooden WYriting Tablets.

Round and Plain Tiles for Eaves.

Round Tiles for Eaves.

Round Tiles for Eaves.

Round T■es for Eaves.



XL.Round Tiles for Eaves.
XLI.Plain Tiles for Eaves.

XLH.Plain Tiles for Eaves.

XLⅡI. Piain Tiles for Eaves,
XLIV. Ridge Ornament and Techniques Of Tile‐ making.
XLV.“ Haji''Earthenwares Excavated frOm Pit SK219.
XLVI.`て Haji''Earthenwares Excavated frOm Pit SK219.
XLVH.``Hati"Earthenwares Excavated frOm Pit SK219.
XLVHI.“ Haji''Earthenwares.
XLIX.“ Haii''Earthenwares.
L。  `F sue" Earthenwares.

LI. ``Sue'' Earthenwares.

LH.Potters'Techniques Of F`Haji"Earthenwares.
LIII. Inscribed and lncised Earthenwares。

LIV. Inscribed Ware,Green‐ glazed Ware and Earthenware lnk―

Slab.

LVo Copper CoinS and WOoden ObieCtS.
LVI. Fragllents of Lacquered Caps and Hemp Cloth.

LVH.Natura1 0bieCtS.
LVIII. Inscribed Earthenware Discovered at Funahashi,Osaka Pre‐

fecture.

FIGURES

l. Area 6ABOっ showing Progress of Excavation.
2.  Superilnposition of Various Structures-1.

3。  Superilnposition of Various Structures-2.

4.  North‐ south Stratincation of Southern Half Of ``N" Section.

5.  East―west Stratincation of ``N― W'' Sections.

6。  Superilnposition of Various Structures-3.

7. Area 6ABP ``F・ I"SectiOns.
8。  SectiOn of Leve■ ed Ground.

9.  Cobble‐paved Gutter SD130.

10。  Superilnposition of VariOus Structures-4.

11.  Pinar―holes_1.

12,  Pillar‐ hole計 2.

13。  Protecting Stones around Lower Ends of Octagonal Pillars。

14.Reused Timbers Discovered from Wells.

も



む

15。  Pit SK140.

16。  Earthenwares Postdating Removal of Palace.

17.Wooden Objects.
18。  Charcoal and Firewood.

19.  Layout of Structures at Period II‐ 2.

20.  Thickness of Round Tiles fOr Eaves and their Relative Chro‐

nOlogy。

21.Tiles for Eaves Discovered from Nakayama‐ cho,Nara City.

22.W[ouths of“ Haii''Earthenware Bowis AI.
23.  Chronological Changes of Earthenwares-1.

24。  Chronological Changes of Earthenwares-2.

25。  Chronological Changes of Earthenwares-3.

26.  Traces of Street Planning outside of Southeast Corner of Nara

Palace.

27.  Reconstruction of Part of Street Planning around Nara Palace.

28.  Layout of Nara lmperial Palace.

29. Filing Card for Structures and Other Remains.

30. F工 ing Card for Artifacts.

TABLES IN TEXT

l.  Survey Periods and Excavated Area

2. Labour Required for Excavating One Are of Ground

3.  Structural Remains Classined by Survey Periods

4. Undulation of Levelled Layers in SectiOns A―G
5.  Groups of Structural Remains and Their Chronology

6.  Chronological Sequence of Structures and C)ther Remains

7.  Typological Classincation of WYooden Writing Tablets

8.Quantity Of Tiles for Eaves,Chronologically Divided

9.Quantity of Earthenwares Discovered from Pit SK219

10.  Pillar‐ distances of Structures with Overhanging Eaves

ll.Flaring of W[ouths of“ Haji"Earthenware Bowis AI
12.  Tentative Absolute Chronology of Structures and C)ther

Rerlalns

13.  Abbreviations for VariOus Sites in Nara Prefecture

14.  AbbreviatiOns for Structures, other Remains and Rehcs

VH





NARA IMPERIAL PALACE
The site of Nara lmperial Palace, which existed fror1 710 to 784

A.D., is situated at Sakicho, Nara City, and is designated as a Special

IIistOrical 巨Ionument.  The palace was bu■ t in the lniddle of the north‐

ern border Of the capital, which 、vas estabished after the continental

model, measuring ive kilometers frOm north to south and six kilome‐

ters from east to 、vest.  The precinct of the palace is about one k■ o‐

meter square and in it the imperial doHicile, hans of state and other

government ohce buildings once stoodo  At present, about 10 per cent

of the whOle precinct is well preserved in turfed grOund, but the re‐

maining 90 per cent is mostly cultivated as paddy‐ teld,dotted with the

ruins of ground platforms and earthen wals.

The Nara]National Research lnstitute of Cuhural Properties has

undertaken the investigation 、vork of this palace site since the suHllner

of 1955, and the present pubication deals with the su■ llnarized result

of the 2nd (1959), 4th and 5th (both 1960)and 6th(1961)surVeyS,

conducted in an area of about O.8 hectare.

The excavated area is tentatively teコ med “Area 6ABO')and is
the northern end of the central part of the palace precinct.  The spade‐

work disclosed twenty‐ Ilve structures, four gutters, six fences and ear‐

then wans, some pits and several we■ s, one of which is exceedingly

large.   The lower ends of the pillars of an structures were inserted

into the ground, unhke the pillars of more important structures,which

、vere erected on base stones.  A ■�nute survey of the excavated area

shows that the ground was reclailned and levened three tilnes consecu‐

tively.   This enables us to divide the structural remains discovered

therein into three successive periods.   The superilnposed condition of

the pillar‐ hOles in the ■�ddle layer further enables us to subdivide

thenl into three shorter periods.  Hence all the structures fall into nve

chronological sequence dates, as shown in「 rable I.  �生oreover,unifor■ 1‐

ity prevails in the design and technique of the structures, and also

in the layout of each sequential period, and this fact seems to indicate

that the structures unearthed were the bu■ dings of governmenta1 0ttces.

The artifacts discovered fro■ l the area are roof‐ tユes, earthenwares,

copper coins, various metal and wooden obiects,fragments of lacquered



caps, hemp ciOth etc., but the mOst striking discovery was of forty‐ one
pieces of 10ng, narrow tablets Of wOOd used as 、vriting surfaces, re‐
covered from Pit SK219. 「Γhese 、vOOden tablets can be classined int。
ive grOups according to their shapes,with the exception of the damaged

and decayed Ones whose size and shape are unknown.  The irst is

a plain shp (Type 601).   The secOnd has a notch on each side
near the upper and lower ends(Type 603)。  The third has notches
near the upper end only (Type 604).  The fourth has its iOwer end

pointed (Type 605).  The flfth is twice as iOng as the others and has

a hole in the center and three holes near each end,frOm which it may

be presumed that they 、vere bound together by cords drawn through
the hOles(Type 606)。  Of eSpecial interest are the chips frOm used
tablets, which suggest that the tablets were reused after being erased

by chipping.  The direrence in shape seems to have had something to

do with their functiOns.  Tablets of Type 603 vere used, as their in‐

scriptiOns indicate, as iabels attached to packages Of 10cal fOOdsturs

collected as taxes in kind from people of distant provinces.  Tablets of

Type 604 and 605 were used also as labels attached to Or pushed into

packages of fOOdsturs, suppOsedly stOred in a kitchen Or warehouse.

The plain tablets were probably used as message shps or Omcial recOrds,

and sOme of them have inscriptions requesting various foOdstuFs. There

are plain tablets that have names of Omcials only, 、vhile others have
prose or verse written in ``Many5…gana'' characters,

There are two tablets that have dated inscriptions,One for 761 and

the other 762 A.D.  AnOther two tablets are datable by the cOntents

of their inscriptiOns, tO either 763 or 764 A.D.  Except for a few in―

stances, the inscriptions on these tablets are related tO fOOdstufFs, such

as rice, beans, walnuts, sea… weeds, sea‐ urchins, vegetables, saltぅ  soy,
vinegar and bean paste。

Paper ttras used in clerical、 vOrk Of government omces in the Nara
PeriOd, as is evidenced by the archives Of the Shδs6in Repository,but

the present discovery revealed the hitherto unknown fact that woOden

tablets were also used in less ilttportant business in the ofnces.   In

China wOOden tablets were used as、vriting surfaces in the ancient Han
and Chin Dynasties.  This usage spread gradually intO the surrounding

regions and the inds in Turfan in the west and the present discovery

in the east testify tO its survival even in the eighth and ninth centuries.

The date of these tablets provides reliable criteria fOr assigning to the

structures of PeriOd II‐ 2 a date Of shOrtly after 763-764A.D.,and fur‐

nishes an ad■lirable starting point fOr estabhshing a chrOnO10gical se‐



quence for both the groups of structures and for the earthenwares dis‐

covered with them.  The inscriptions vividly illustrate the diet of the

peOple of the Nara Period and seeHl to prove beyond a doubt that the

excavated area was originany occupied by the lmperial Household of‐

ices in charge Of cuisine.

Table I Chronological Sequence of Structures and Other Remains

hronoⅢ
In the Western Half of
Area 6ABO

B176
B167

In the Eastern Half of
Area 6ABO

G149

G180
El

D141
D126-A

D130
D106=

togical

uence

II-1

B170

Bl12 B177

D126-

A105
D106-B131B186■

B143B194=
45

Bl13 B177-
B166B186-
B194-

B146B182
B135B191
Bl16

A109
Al10
A120
A121

“A力 Fence and Wa■ . ``B"一Structure. “D"一Gutter. “E"―lVem. “G"―Pond.

“K''一Pit.
*Remains discovered in a later survey but not treated in the present pubhcation.
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* B273

1* B268

E311-A
E272-A

E311-A*


